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302 INVOLUNTARY COMMITMENT PROCESS

Mental Health Procedures Act of 1976

This act delineates the involuntary commitment process, otherwise known as a 302. An involuntary commitment is
the most restrictive intervention and one to be utilized when there is reason to believe that without the
intervention there is a risk of imminent death or serious bodily harm. A 302 intervention can cause unintentional
consequences, including traumatizing the individual, therefore a voluntary transport should be considered first. A
302 can only be filed when it meets the criteria outlined below:

302s can be initiated by any
responsible party who will

Harmto  npanger to others shall be shown by establishing that within the serve as a petitioner.
others : o =

previous 30 days the person has inflicted or attempted to inflict

serious bodily harm on another or has threatened serious bodily CRCs. Mobile Emergency Teams

harm and has committed acts in furtherance of the threat to and behavioral hea%th p)r/oviders'

commit harm to another. assist civilians in facilitating 302

petitions by working with the

Unable  The person would be unable without the care, supervision, and Phlladelphéa Crisis Line, Wh'Chh

assistance of others to satisfy their need for nourishment, ARRIoEaEllE HCINIE U IS

personal or medical care, shelter or self-protection or safety, and

that death or serious physical debilitation would occur.*

Any peace officer or physician

Suicid o can initiate a 302, which are
at‘::;"n;t The person has acted on thoughts of suicide or the person has automatically approved.

made threatsto die by suicide, and committed acts infurtherance

of the threats. Contact Philadelphia Crisis

ser.  The person has mutilated themselves or the person has made L'u"eesggr?:i':ss('ﬁ‘:“grfor any

mutilation  threats to mutilate and committed acts in furtherance of the girections'in c?t[))tair;ing 302

threats. paperwork.

The "302" petition statement must demonstrate the following:

The involuntary commitment REFUSAL OF AN PETITION!EE_WI:"LSSIM; 3EHAVIORS
application secures an involuntary EVALUATION within the past 30 days

transport to a Crisis Response Center
for a psychiatric evaluation. Upon

arrival, the individual is evaluated by Psychiatric Condition Approximate the presence of a psychiatric

a psychiatrist who makes the diagnosis/symptom and demonstrate its link to the person'’s behavior,
decision to uphold or discharge the which is putting them or others in danger.

302. If a 302 is upheld, treatment for \ 4

up to 120 hours is authorized, with

subsequent extensions obtained Danger Identify the dangerous behaviors (e.g. suicidal ideation,
through mental health court. If a 302 refusing to eat and drink, homicidal ideation)

is discharged, the individual is v

discharged from the Crisis Response

Center or the facility where a person Furtherance Serves as proof that danger is imminent (e.g. suicidal ideation
Is receiving treatment. with a plan/intent, refusing to eat and drink while losing a significant

amount of weight, homicidal ideation with plan and access to a weapon)

*Code Blue/Red is a factor considered in the inability to care for self criteria, but on its own may not be
sufficient in meeting that criteria. An act of furtherance must be demonstrated, depicting that harm may be CITY OF PHILADELPHIA

imminent without a 302 intervention. % D BH I D S
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